insider collection

Welcome

to the austin
Insider Collection

Truly memorable meetings and events with authentic local flavor –
that is the inspiration behind the InterContinental Insider Collection.
Our network of hotels and resorts is global; our knowledge and
expertise local, giving planners guaranteed choice, range and depth to
add to any meeting or conference. Each hotel offers its own bespoke
selection of services which are firmly rooted in their location and are
responsibly guided by our partnership with National Geographic’s
Center for Sustainable Destinations.
The options are limitless, the local knowledge rich, the service
professional and faultless, the delegate experience enriching and
rewarding every time.
Sample for yourself some of our wonderful Austin experiences.
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insider collection

Insider Locations
Choose an InterContinental venue for your event and a world of possibilities opens up. As locals, your hotel team
hold the key to a side of your locality tourists never see. What and who they know gives you an exclusive mix of
authentic venues and experiences to play with.
Insider Speakers
Bring your event to life with an inspirational speaker – someone who can really strike a chord with your delegates
and enrich their experience beyond measure. Fascinating and engaging, motivating Insider Speakers range from
celebrities and cultural experts to sporting heroes. Whatever their passion, they all have a local connection and
you will discover that their unique insights and local know-how make your event one to remember.
Insider Community
There’s nothing quite like immersing yourself in the community to gain an added depth and understanding to your
experience in a new destination. Insider Community has been designed to benefit local people and create truly
memorable and meaningful experiences for your delegates too.
Insider Interactions
This team-building experience will help your delegates connect with each other as never before. Using the unique
character, heritage or geography of your destination to inspire interaction, each experience, whether based on or
off-site offers an original way to engage delegates and motivate them to build effective working relationships.
Insider Breaks
With Insider Collection even your breaks are fulfilling experiences. From serving up a delicious lunch of provincial
dishes for a taste of regional cuisine to spending some quality time with your Concierge team to get their best
insider tips, a few minutes out of your busy schedule becomes a whole experience in itself.
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ENRICHING EXPERIENCES
FOR OUR GUESTS AND
OUR ENVIRONMENT
We believe that a responsible meeting is not only what you experience in the
meeting room but also knowing that your hotel respects the destination around it.
We’re proud to partner the leaders in geotourism, the National Geographic
Center for Sustainable Destinations. Our ambition is that guests enjoy enriching
experiences that reveal what makes a place truly special – its heritage, culture and
tradition – and the importance of protecting it.
At InterContinental we use a holistic approach to being a responsible business:
to work from the grass roots up, recognizing each individual hotel team as the
experts best placed to use their local knowledge for developing community and
environmental initiatives that meet the specific needs of the destination.
This Insider Collection gives delegates access to some of these unique experiences,
and for those meetings that stay in the meeting room, you can be assured our
hotel is working behind the scenes to protect what is special about the place for
fellow travelers.
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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i n s i d e r l o c at i o n s

Spend part of your
meeting at the
Paramount Theater
History isn’t always found in books...sometimes it’s hidden in the
rafters. A pull on some rigging at the Paramount Theater slowly
lowered into view the original 1915, hand-painted, asbestos fire
curtain. It had been hanging, forgotten for over 50 years. In near
perfect condition, its pastoral scene painted by Toomey and
Volland in St. Louis is just one more story behind the history of
this amazing place.
Built in 1915 and still operating today, you’ll get the stories behind
this historic variety and vaudeville house; its performers, history
and a few ghost stories too. Groups considering an amphitheater
set up for large meetings can entertain the idea of meeting here.
There is also function space for entertaining groups of up to 100
people catered to by our Chef.
1 of 2
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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i n s i d e r l o c at i o n s

Visit the Bob Bullock
Texas State History
Museum
In downtown Austin, this unique museum tells the ‘Story of
Texas’ with three floors of interactive exhibits complete with a
special effects show in Austin’s only IMAX Theater. Just past the
Rotunda, guests can dance across Texas on a 50-foot granite map.
For larger groups, additional space is available on the Rotunda’s
second floor landing overlooking the terrazzo design.
The fourth floor Boardroom is perfect for weekday meetings and
is fully equipped with a high-definition plasma screen, DVD/VCR,
and teleconferencing phones. Food service is available during
regular Museum hours through Catering by Rosemary or The
Story of Texas Cafe. Capacity Seating is 18.
The Texas Spirit Theater also may be used for lectures and other
presentations for up to 200 people by prior arrangement.
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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insider speakers

Step back in time with
Harrison Eppright

Austin-born Harrison Eppright has been a valued member of
staff at the Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau for the last
16 years. This Manager of Visitor Services was recognized as
ACVB Employee of the Year in 2008. Harrison operates out
of the Austin Visitor Center on E. 6th Street and specializes in
architectural and social history, especially that of the East Austin
African-American Cultural Heritage District. Harrison also
leads walking tours of downtown and the Driskill Hotel. A true
ambassador for Austin and a charming host!

1 of 4
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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Discover Austin
with the ‘Texpert’ –
Howie Richey
Known as ‘The Texas Back Roads Scholar’, Howie Richey takes
delegates on a magical mystery tour to discover unusual aspects
of life and culture in this creative city from an in-depth, highly
entertaining point of view. Your delegates will learn more in one
day from the Texpert than in a month on their own.
Howie is president and founding member of the Austin Tour
Guide Association. A dynamic public speaker, radio personality,
teacher, party planner, disc jockey, geographer, woodworker, hiker,
camper, punster and fantastic storyteller, Howie is a one-off.
The Texpert’s lively, period-dressed programs can be scheduled
to fit in with your next meeting or convention. Popular topics
include Backstage at Austin’s Music Scene, Secrets of the Capitol,
Exploring the Hill Country, Famous Texas Writers, and Austin
History Close-Up.
2 of 4
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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Discover the hotels
of Texas with author,
Liz Carmack
For an insider’s view of Texas, this fascinating talk will have your
delegates on the edge of their seats. Liz Carmack’s love for
heritage travel and her desire to provide travelers with a practical
reference to Texas’ historic hotels inspired her to write her
brilliant book, ‘Historic Hotels of Texas: A Traveler’s Guide’.
Liz traveled more than 20,000 miles across the state and visited
more than 60 hotels during her research. She spoke with local
historians, innkeepers and hotel guests and tracked down hotel
details in archives, libraries and museums. In this exclusive
presentation, Liz will share her unique experiences with your
delegates and pass on her tips on how to select the best historic
hotel for particular trips and travel styles. Liz also packs her talks
with lots of fascinating historical details and insights about both
famous and little-known historic hostelries across the state.
3 of 4
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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Enjoy a
private tour of
Texas State Capitol
You are invited to a unique and exclusive private guided tour of
one of Austin’s most prestigious destinations. The Texas State
Capitol was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in
1970 and designated a National Historic Landmark in 1986 for its
‘significant contribution to American history’.
Sited on one of Austin’s highest points, the Capitol anchors the
northern periphery of the downtown commercial district and
commands sweeping views towards the Colorado River from its
southern façade.
Delegates will be treated to an authentic ‘insider’s’ view of
this amazing facility with a personal tour guide from the local
community who will share their unique knowledge of this
wonderful venue and its unique place in American history.
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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i n s i d e r c o m mu n it y

Building Bikes for Kids
Charity Event

Seeking a fun and worthwhile team building exercise that will
only take a few hours?
Our Building Bikes For Kids Charity Event teams up your
delegates with local kids. Each team has common goals: Complete
the build of a bicycle for a child from the community, and create
a commercial selling the bike. Teams may align this with company
values, products and/or goals.
This event will energize your team, help them communicate
more effectively and get them active and having fun. We do this
by giving each team most, but not all, the resources they need
to completely build the bicycles. The equipment necessary to
completely finish a bicycle is found with the other teams. Teams
must come together, share resources and align strategies in order
to be successful.
1 of 2
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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Lance Armstrong
LIVESTRONG
Facility Tour
For a rewarding and different experience, your delegates are
invied to spend time at LIVESTRONG – a unique place where
people are helped to live with cancer.
LIVESTRONG is a charity that helps people affected by cancer.
Not only do they guide people through the cancer experience,
they also bring them together to fight cancer, whilst working
tirelessly for a world in which that fight is no longer necessary.
Your delegates can enjoy a tour of the charity’s facility to learn
more about the amazing work that goes on there and the people
and communities it helps.
Donations can be made while visiting the facility.

Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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insider interactions

Live Music
History Tour

If you love music, you’ll love this tour of Austin’s most famous
musical landmarks. Destinations will include Threadgill’s, the
Flash Point Recording Studio, Austin City Limits sound stage
(Fridays only), the Stevie Ray Vaughn statue, the Museum of
Popular Culture, plus a walk along the famous Old Pecan Street.
A must for music lovers, the tour takes 3 hours and caters for
a minimum of 10 people.

1 of 3
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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Keep Austin
Weird

See the sights of Austin in this 3-hour jam-packed tour of the
city. Take in SoCo, the Cathedral of Junk, the South Austin
Museum of Popular Culture, Roadhouse Relics, Casa Neverlandia,
Airstream eateries, Museum of the Weird, Amy’s Ice Creams and
much more! A fantastic way to discover the city. Tours cater for a
minimum of 10 people.

2 of 3
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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Whole Foods
Cooking Class

This private hands-on cooking class can be reserved with one
of the chefs at the Whole Foods Market Culinary Center, located
a few blocks from the hotel.
Delegates can have fun increasing their culinary know-how and
expanding their recipe repertoire in state-of-the-art instructional
kitchens offering affordable, recreational culinary education for all ages.
On offer are hands-on cooking classes, tastings, demonstration
dinners and workshops led by some of the country’s most
exciting chefs, artisans and authors including the company’s own
in-store experts.
Delegates can say goodbye to the take-out guy, and hello to
fantastic cuisine and original recipes! A fantastic, interactive
experience that will be a sure favorite with your delegates.
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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An Austin Original –
Amy’s Ice Cream Break!

Amy’s Ice Creams has been an Austin tradition for more than 25
years. A delicious blend of milk, butter, eggs and sugar provides
the sweet cream base for over 350 different ice cream varieties
ranging from Shiner Bock ice cream to Key Lime Pie.
The ice creams are made to order and require at least 24 hours
for preparation. The diverse and fun menu selection also includes
vegan friendly fruit ices, yogurt, ice cream cakes, shakes, malts
and smoothies.
For the break option, Amy’s brings out ice cream, toppings, and
ices to you. With an order of 50 or more cups they also send out
their own authentic server who will scoop for your delegates.

1 of 3
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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AUSTIN LOCAL
SWEET and SPICY BREAK
Choose from a delicious array of local sweet and spicy options
whilst our Signature Concierge answers all of your questions on
local activities, venues and things to do in Austin, Texas!
Original Sweet Treats include:
• Hey Cupcake – delicious cupcakes to delight your delegates!
• Austin Cake Balls – quite possibly the most perfect bit of utter
deliciousness your mouth has ever experienced.
• Lamme’s Candies – formerly the Red Front Candy Factory, the
store was founded in 1878.
• Austin Java – locally roasted coffee and environmentally
cultivated! Delicious!
Original Spicy Treats include:
• Local made Austin Tamales
• Beef Jerky – made in our very own Roaring Fork Restaurant!
• Austinuts – delicious nuts and treats, locally found in Austin, Texas!
2 of 3
Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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AUTHENTIC AUSTIN
HAPPY HOUR BREAK

Wind down after a long meeting day to a taste of Austin!
Choose from our exciting range:
• Tito’s Vodka – handmade Vodka is produced in Austin at
Texas’ first and oldest legal distillery.
• Dripping Springs Vodka – made from sweet Midwest corn in
a copper still to retain the vodka’s distinctive character prior
to mixing with artesian spring water.
• Shiner Bock Beer – a local dark beer. Spoetzl from the oldest
independent brewery in Texas.
• Paula’s Texas Lemon – a little taste of sunshine in a glass.
Handmade 60-proof premium lemon liqueur.
• Paula’s Texas Orange is a premium orange liqueur handmade
from only the best fresh oranges. Once you have tasted it,
you will wonder how you got along without it.

Contact us for pricing specific to your group.
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insider collection

THANK YOU

Contact us to learn more about the Austin Insider Collection and
how we can help you create a truly memorable experience with
authentic local flavor.
Whichever Insider Collection experience is right for you, you
can be assured that it reflects the best principles of Responsible
Business, a commitment demonstrated by our partnership with
the National Geographic Center for Sustainable Destinations.
Email address: Trisha.abrahamson@ihg.com
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